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[Abstract] Objective The current study aims to understand perceptions of electronic cigarette ( e-cigarette) smoking among
Chinese adolescents who have never smoked and its role in forming friendships, while considering the association of the odds of try-
ing e-cigarettes, so as to provide a basis for developing an e-cigarette control policy among this population. Methods From Sep-
tember 2022 to March 2023, 2 577 adolescent students from 13 cities of the Yangtze and Pearl River Deltas, and North and South-
west China were surveyed through a questionnaire by a multi-stage cluster sampling method. The study analyzed the perceived role of
e-cigarette smoking in making friends, and its influence on intentions to try them among 2 076 never-smoking adolescent students.
Results Among the adolescent students, 728(35.07%) were inclined to try e-cigarettes, and 68(3.28%) believed that e-ciga-
rettes play a positive factor in making friends. The results of the Logistic regression analysis showed that compared to those who
strongly disagreed that e-cigarettes play a role in making friends, intentions to try e-cigarettes were higher among never-smoking ad-

"non

olescent students who had responded "somewhat disagree" "neutral" "somewhat agree" and "strongly agree" [ OR(95%CI) =2.73
(2.16-3.44), 2.52(1.83-3.48), 4.34(2.19-8.60), 3.01(1.36-6.65) ] times, respectively. Perceived harm caused by e-ciga-
rettes, vaping behavior of friends and negative emotions were also significantly related to the odds of trying e-cigarettes( OR=1.34—
1.91, P<0.05). Conclusion Perceptions of the role of e-cigarettes in friend-making among never-smoking adolescent students
were significantly associated with their intentions to try e-cigarettes. It is recommended to strengthen awareness and education about
the harm caused by e-cigarettes among adolescents in order to reduce the associated health risks among this population.
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Table 1 Univariate analysis of influencing factors of the
propensity to try e-cigarettes among never-smoking

students in college and high school
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Table 2 Multivariate non-conditional Logistic regression analysis
of influencing factors of the propensity to try e-cigarettes among

never-smoking students in college and high school(n=2 076)
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